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USD LAW GRADS EXCEL IN BAR EXAM 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Results on the Summer California State Bar Examination released 
today (November 26) demonstrate dramatic achievement by recent gradu-
ates of the University of San Diego School of Law. 
Of those taking the exam for the first time, over 83% passed, and 
graduates of the Law School's Day Division attained an outstanding 89.3% 
passage rate. Of the 5374 applicants throughout the state who took the 
Bar Exam, 3,316 (or 61. 7%) passed. Normal state-wide passage rates for 
the Summer 1,alifornia Examination, which is one of the most difficult in 
the nation, are ahout 55% overall and 65% of those sitting for the Exam 
the first time. Graduates of nationally accre dited law scho ols, such 
as the University of San Diego, usually perform better th an students from . 
non-accredited law schools; but a passage rate approaching 90 % i s rare 
for any Californ i a law school . 
The Dean of USD Law School, Donald T. W~ck s tein, attributes the 
success of graduates to the excellent quality of students and facul t y, 
and consequently, of the educat ional program which USD has enjoyed in 
recent years. He commented that the Bar Examination i n Cal i forni a, un-
like those in many states, tests essentially the same qual ities that good 
law schools seek to teach and t est. Therefore, performance on the Bar 
Exam is a relevant, although not a conclusive, criterian of law school 
quality. Dean Weckstein also noted that there is a high correlat ion 
between law school grades and success on the Bar Examinati on. 
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